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General

1. Freshwater, benthopelagic fish growing to 15cm

Geography and Habitat

1. Native: Lower Great Lakes (southern ends of Lake Erie and Michigan),

Hudson Bay (Red River), and Mississippi River basin from Ohio to Southern

North Dakota, and south to Louisiana; Gulf Slope drainages from Mobile

Bay, Alabama, to the Colorado River, Texas

2. Habitats

 Prefers water from 10°C—28°C

 Inhabits quiet pools of creeks and small to large, often turbid, rivers

 Usually occurs near brush

Invasion Pathways

1. Unintentional stocking with other centrarchids

2. Intentional stocking into farm ponds and reservoirs, allowing range expansion

3. Through the Erie Canal system

Sources

1. http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=383
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